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NEET leak left students,
families traumatised: SC

Top court says paper leak points to “ad-hocism’ and lack of ‘institutional memory and framework
within the National Testing Agency; PM is ‘personally monitoring’ the situation, govt. informs court

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

tudents and entire
s families have been
traumatised by the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test-Undergrad-
uate (NEET-UG) paper leak
case, the Supreme Court
said on Friday. The court
observed that years of hard
work and emotional invest-
ment had gone waste even
as the Union government
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was “personally
monitoring” the situation.
A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha asked
why the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which holds
the NEET-UG exam, re-
peats its mistakes when the
Union Public Service Com-
mission had so far made

none.
The court zeroed in on

“ad-hocism™

The real problem will not
stop till there is actual
accountability. Not in terms of
so and so will be liable, it will

be effective when we know
which individual shoulders
the responsibility. Unless you
identify the specific duty-

bearers, it will be difficlt
SUPREME COURT

in the NTA,
and Jack of “institutional
memory and framework”.
The court directed the Mi-
nistry of Human Resource
and Development to file an
affiidavit explaining mea-
sures it intends to take to
tackle the lack of “physical
and intellectual where-
withal” within the NTA.
The NTA maintained
that the cancellation of
NEET-UG 2026 and the

transfer of the investiga-
tion to the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CEI)
themselves reflected the
seriousness with which ex-
amination integrity was
treated by both the NTA
and the Centre.

“It is actually traumatic
when something like this
happens. Traumatic, not
just for students, but for
their families too. There is
investment of so many

years of emotion and study
involved, and gone,” Jus-
tice Narasimha said.

But the court also struck
an optimistic tone, saying
the situation was “not
beyond us”.

“We have some of the
best officers heading these
institutions. But they get
transferred and take their
experience and know-how
with them. The knowledge
is not percolated to the

next group of people... Itis
not the individual who

should have the memary,
the institution must retain
its memories,” Justice Na-

rasimha observed.

The cancellation of
NEET-UG 2026 had left
around 23 lakh candidates
facing uncertainty over
their academic future.
CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



International law;

holy, nor Roman, nor an empire — has

often come to mind when I think about
the contemporary state of public international
law. For all its lofty aspirations, it is frequently
neither truly public, nor reliably international,
nor consistently law. It is public only in the sense
that it concerns states rather than private actors;
international only insofar as sovereigns consent
to be bound; and law only to the extent that it can
be enforced — an increasingly fragile proposition
in a world where power, not principle, is again
determining outcomes.

The erosion of an edifice of norms
Dwrmelastcmmandaha.lf humanity

constructed an edifice of norms,
treaties and institutions meant to restrain the
worst impulses of states. From the Hague
Conventions to the Geneva Conventions, from the
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
from human rights covenants to arms-control
regimes, the international community sought to
replace the anarchy of the past with a rules based
order. Yet, in recent years, that order has been
fraying at an alarming pace. Across continents
and conflicts, states have violated foundational
principles with impunity, eroding the credibility
of the very system meant to protect global peace
The most fundamental of these principles is
the UN Charter's prohibition on the use of force
and its guarantee of the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of states. Russia's invasion of
Ukraine in 2022 and the the U.S.-Israeli war on
Iran in 2026 stand as the starkest breaches of this
norm in decades: an assault on a
sovereign state, justified through dubious claims
and enforced through overwhelming military
might. Both invasions confirmed that the
Charter’s core promise could be shredded when a
powerful state chose to do so.

The U.S. and Russian records are equally
deplorable in disregarding the prohibition on
force. The 2003 Iraq invasion, undertaken
without Security Council authorisation and
justified on grounds later proven baseless,
remains one of the most consequential breaches
of the Charter that seta t for Russia’s
conduct. More recently, the targeted killing of
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and the
U.S.-Israeli strikes on Iran have raised serious
questions about the erosion of the norm against
unilateral force. Israel’s repeated military
operations in Gaza and Lebanon, including
large-scale bombardments causing extensive
civilian casualties, have also drawn widespread
allegations of disproportionate force and
violations of international humanitarian law.

The pattern is not confined to major powers.
Tiirkiyes incursions into northern Syria,

oltaire’s famois quip about the Holy
v Roman Empire — that it was neither
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though it may
be, the
rules-based
order remains
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Azerbaijan’s use of force in Nagomo-Karabakh,
and Ethiopia’s conduct in the Tigray conflict,
including cross-border strikes into Sudan, have all
anguably breached international norms.

Beyond the use of force, states have violated
UNCLOS, one of the most widely ratified treaties
in the world. The South China Sea has become a
theatre of systematic disregard for maritime law.
China's expansive “nine-dash line” claim,
rejected by the Permanent Court of Arbitration in
2016, continues to be enforced through
militarised artificial iskands, harassment of
foreign vessels, and coercive coast-guard tactics.
The Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, and
Indonesia have all faced incursions into their

The Strait of Hormuz has witnessed repeated
blockades and interdictions, Iran and the U.S.
have seized foreign tankers, closed the Strait, and
imposed maritime blockades in the region,
without clear legal justification under UNCLOS.
These actions undermine the principle of
freedom of navigation, a cornerstone of global
trade and maritime stability.

Brazen actions across the world

International humanitarian law has also suffered
grievous violations, In Syria, the Assad regime’s
use of chemical weapons, indiscriminate
bombing of civilian areas, and siege tactics have
been extensively documented. Non-state actors
such as the Islamic State (ISIS) and various

militias have committed atrocities on a massive
scale. In Yemen, the Saudi-led coalition and
Houthi rebels alike have been accused of
infrastructure. In Ethiopia’s Tigray region, reports
of mass killings, sexual violence, and starvation as
a weapon of war have shocked the conscience of
the world.

Human rights treaties, too, have been flouted
with increasing brazenness. lsrael's
indiscriminate killing of civilians in Gaza and
China's treatment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang -
including mass detention, forced labour, and
cultural erasure — have been described by several
governments and scholars as crimes against
humanity. Myanmar's military junta has carried
out systematic abuses against the Rohingya and
other ethaic minorities, prompting genocide
allegations. In Iran, the violent suppression of
protests following the death of Mahsa Amini
revealed a pattern of extrajudicial killings and
torture. Even democratic states have not been
immune: the U.S.'s use of torture during the “war
on terror”, Australia’s offshore detention of
asylum seekers, and Europe's pushbacks of
migrants in the Mediterranean have all raised
serious legal and moral concerns.

Arms-control regimes have also weakened.
The collapse of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces (INF) Treaty, the erosion of the Open Skies

optional for powerful states

Treaty, and the uncertain future of the New
START agreement have revived fears of a new
arms race. North Korea continues to defy UN
resolutions with missile tests and nuclear
development.

Iran's nuclear programme, once constrained
by the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), has allegedly accelerated following the
agreement’s unravelling. These developments
threaten to undo decades of painstaking progress
in nuclear restraint.

Environmental law, too, has suffered. States
have failed to meet their commitments under the
Paris Agreement, with emissions rising and
climate targets slipping out of reach. lllegal
deforestation in the Amazon, often abetted by
state actors, violates international norms on
biodiversity and environmental protection.
Deep-sea mining, pursued without adequate
regulation, threatens fragile marine ecosystems.

There is a vacoum

What ties these disparate violations together is
not merely their frequency but their impunity.
International law depends on consent,
reciprocity, and enforcement through collective
mechanisms. Yet, the Security Council is
paralysed by geopolitical rivalries; the
International Criminal Court faces accusations of
bias and lacks jurisdiction over major powers;
and treaty bodies often rely on voluntary
compliance. In this vacuum, states increasingly
act as though power, not principle, determines
legality. Thucydides’ bleak observation — “the
strong do what they can, and the weak suffer
what they must” — resonates today with
unsettling clarity. When powerful states violate
international law without consequence, they
signal to others that norms are optional and that
might is right. The result is a world sliding back
toward the law of the jungle.

This is not merely a phi ical concern.
The erosion of international law has tangible
consequences: conflicts become harder to
resolve, civilians bear the brunt of violence,
global commons are degraded, and trust between
nations evaporates. The rules-based order,
imperfect as it is, remains humanity’s best
defence against chaos.

The challenge in reatfirming the value of
international kaw is that it requires strengthening
multilateral institutions, enhancing accountability
mechanisms, and cultwatmg a global political
culture that prizes restraint over adventurism. It
also requires recognising that international law is
not a panacea but a framework - a set of shared
expectations that guide behaviour even when
perfect compliance is elusive, Without it, the
world risks returning to a state where power
alone determines outcomes. And in such a world,
it is not only the weak who suffer; ultimately,
everyone does.



RBI data shows why
govt. is concerned about

dollars flowing out

Indias Balance of Payments stood at a deficit of $30.8 bn in 2025-26, indicating that total outflows

including trade and investments exceeded inflows six fold over the previous year

NEW DELHI
he latest data from
T the Reserve Bank
of India (RBD

shows why the govern-
ment and the central bank
are so concerned about
dollars flowing out of the
country: the total amount
of dollars flowing out of the
country exceeded inflows
by $30.8 billion in 2025-26,
a more than sixfold in-
crease over 2024-25. This
Balance of Payments (BoP)
had been a surplus as re-
cently as 2023-24.

The data in the REI's an-
nual report for 2025-26, re-
leased on Friday shows
that the BoP deficit grew in
202526 because of a sharp
fall in net foreign invest-
ments into India, which
compounded a widening
trade deficit. The data for
202526 is up to December
31. Further, the deficit in
202526 was entirely paid
for using the RBI's foreign
exchange reserves, dent-
ing them significantly.

The overall Balance of
Payments is a combination
of the current account and
the capital account.

The current account
captures India’s trade in
goods and services as well
as some cross-border fi-
nancial transactions.

The capital account lar-
gely deals with invest-
ments, both direct and

Balance of Payments
The cutflow ol dollars has exceaded inflows by an increasing amaunt
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portfolio, external borrow-
ings, external assistance,
and asset transfers.

India generally runs a
current account dehcit
(CAD) since it Imports
more than it exports. Over
the last five years, this CAD
has varied significantly,
but came in at a three-year
high of $30.2 billion 2025-
26. India’s overall mer-
chandise trade deficit - the
amount that imports ex-
ceeded exports - stood
$251.6 billion in 202526,
down from $286.9 billion
in the previous year.

On the other hand, the
surplus on India's ‘invisi-
bles’ trade, which includes
the services trade, fell to
$221.4 billion in 202526
from $263.9 in 2024-25.

In other words, the ser-
vices surplus shrank more
than the merchandise deh-

cit did, meaning that the
overall current account
saw its deficit widen.

Capital concerns

In 2023-24, when India had
a BoP surplus, this was be-
cause the surplus on the
capital account was so big,
it dwarfed the CAD. That is,
the CAD was $26.1 billion
in 2023-24, but the capital
account surplus was $89.4
billion. As a result, the BoP
surplus was $63.7 billion.

This scenario did not
play out in 2025-26. The
capital account surplus
that year shrank to §72 mil-
lion, down more than
99.5% over the $16.6 billion
seen in 2024-25.

The big reasons for this
seems to have been In-
dians parking their funds
abroad and payments re-
lated to trade, even though

the financial vear 2025-26
included just one month of
the ongoing crisis in West
Asia, The ‘other capital’
heading, which includes
delayed export receipts,
advance payments for im-
ports, and net funds held
abroad, stood at a deficit of
$22.6 billion in 202526, up
from a deficit of §7.4 billion
in the previous year.

The other factor driving
the capital account deficit
was the outflow of foreign
portfolio investments. Ac-
cording to the data, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
pulled out $4.3 billion
more in 2025-26 than they
put in. This reversed the
trend of the previous two
years where FPl inflows ex-
ceeded outflows.

All of this data provides
the backdrop for Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's ex-
hortation  earlier this
month for Indians to re-
duce their fuel consump-
tion and gold purchases.
India imports nearly 90%
of its oil requirement, and
does not produce any gold
of its own, although its
gold demand is very big.

As a result, a large part
of the dollar outflows go in
paying for oil and gold im-
ports. The government
earlier this month also
hiked the import duty on
gold and silver to 15% from
the previous 6%, and also
restricted the import of
most kinds of silver.



Ningbo, a port oty in southemn Zhejiang province, around 200 kilometres south of Shangha, & a key hub for China's booming Electric Vehicles industry. GeTTy maages

The Eact is that energy security and green
transition is not a binary choice for us but a
strategic pathway on whicl both complement
eachother.

N ZHIMIN
Deputy Director of China's Comamines o Pupulation, Resoures
and Emvironsnen:.

ulation, Resources and Environment.

For Chinese policymakers, the ongoing crisis
in West Asia has only further driven home the ur-
gency of green transformation and the advantag-
s of diversifying energy sources. “Today, energy
security and green transition are converging,”
Qian says. “The recent tensions [in West Asia,
and the tensions we are speing in maritime routes
like the Strait of Hormuz, mean traditional ener-
gy systems continue to face strong external
shocks. So green transition is now a practical
choice to enhance energy security and self-re-
liance in a complex external environment. And
China offers a complete supply chain.”

Impact on the world

If China sees its "complete” supply chain as a
strategic advantage, for the rest of the workd, de-
pendence on China in these industries of the fu-
ture is a cause for concern. China's cost compet-
itiveness and technological edge may i enablers
of green transformations. but the other side of
the equation is the enormoits impact of Chinese
imports on companies in these sectors around
the world that are struggling to stay afloat. The
Euvropean Union (EU) is a case in point.

The EU, along with Southeast Asia, has more
than any other region opened up to Chinese EV
and renewable energy companies. China's ex-
ports, warned a February 2026 report from an
advisory body ta the French government, were
“affecting the core of Europe's industrial strong-
holds: automotive, batteries, industrial equip-
ment, chemicals, and others*

“Om average, nearly a quarter of European ex-
jports is currently exposed to Chinese competi-
tion that we deem critical,” it said. “On the dom-
estic market, up to 55% of European
manufacturing output could be threatened over
the medium term Jcn:rem I.rends persist. Thn.

portion varies sij across
u reaches around 70% in Germany, 60% in haly,
50% in Spain and 36% in France,” the report ad-
ded, noting that in 2024, the EU imported €11.1

Inside China’s green transition

Ningba. in southern Zhejiang province of China, was once a historic maritime hub shaped by Buddhist culture and wade. It has now emerged as a key hub
for showcasing Chinas green industrial push, where electric vehicles, advanced manufacturing, and tightly integrated supply chains are powering the
country’s bid for global leadership in the technologies of the future. Ananth Krishnan reports from the port city

billion worth of solar panels, €2.9 billion of liqeid
binfuels, and €0.5 billion worth of wind urbines
from extra- EU countries, totalling about €14.5bil
lion in imports of green energy products. China
accounted for 98% of these imports,

Fearing the prospect of “accelerated deindus-

ying at the foothills of the Mao moun-
tains in southern China, the Temple of
King Ashoka is one of the main attrac-

&®

waste heat recovery system designed to be ener-
gy-efficient. This year, the savings have so far
almmlu’d to the equivalent of the annual gas

wreatment facility and reused.
Pollution remains a serious problem in China.
Even in Beijing, despite the undeniable progress

trialisation”, the report said the cost gap estimat-
ed by European companies with regard to China
wus 30-40%. It cived PVs as an early indicator of
what may come in other sectors. Since the
mid-2000s, when China began massive invest-

tions in Ningho, a port city in south ! of 736 Chinese households, — “airpocalyspe” days that were regular in the | ments in solar, its growth had led to “a near-mo-
Zhejlang province, around 200 kilometres south competition winters of Beijing a decade ago are now far less | nopoly situation for China in photovoltaics™ with
of shanghai. Hymns fill the courtyards of the | Jjuq On top of the ‘green charts' «common — maintaining clean skies is a continu- | market share “exceeding 80% across all segments

massive temple complex, which is largely empty

Going green appears to have become an obses

ing battle, One clear takeaway from Zhejiang is

of the vakue chain.”

on a busy weekday. l‘nmulb’_' sion in Zhejiang, a province in China’s southern  that the green transition neither came easily, nor
The temple’s history goes back to more than technology. manufacturing heartland that played a key role  for free. Indeed, it required serious and sustained | Leadership on climate change

1,700 vears, when it was built during the Western | and SYSIeMS. | in the country’s reform and opening period start- | investment on the one hand, and no-nonsense | For much of the Global South, however, China is
Jin Dynasty. It is one of the 19 Ashoka stupas con- | Itisnotonly | ing in the 1980s, policing and enforcement on the other. seen as offering the prospect of an affordable
structed in China as Buddhism spread. In Ning- | about price Wang Hao, an official from the provincial go ‘Corruption is rarely spoken of in the context of | green transformation - a proposition that, many
bo, Buddhist culture, coupled with a long tradi- | e xisopENnG vernment, reels off statistics showing the pro- = pollution. Yet, Chinese officials often point to | countries note, the West has been unable to com-
tion of maritime commerce, has been an | Founder Xpeng vince at the top of China's ‘green charts’. Zhee | how. in the past, lax enforcement was a huge | pete with, even as the U.S. withdraws from global
important part of the city's history since the Tth | Moo jiang's PM 2.5 particulate air pollution fell last = challenge. Bribes to local officials to look the oth- | leadership on climate change.

century Tang Dynasty, when it emerged as a ma-
jor port.

Today, the city has emerged at the heart of a
different kind of global commerce. It is a key hub
for China's booming Electric Vehicles (EV) indus-
try, where new energy automaotives are manufisc-
tured in sprawling, modern factories and then
exported around the world.

‘A future factory”

“The future is our history,” reads the sign above
the entrance to the factory of Zeekr, a high-end
EV brand headquartered in Ningbo and part of
Chinese automaker, the Geely Auto Group. Geely
also manufactures Violvo Cars, having acquired
the company from Ford in 2010, and luxury Lo-
tus autos, after garnering a controlling stake in
the British automaker in 2017. EVs have become
central to Geely’s future. The group sold dose to
1.7 million EVs in 2025, a stunning 90% rise from
the previous year.

In China, Zeekr is the group's flagship product
in this space. Zeekr's cars that roll off the assemb-
ly line in Ningbo are transported across China
and shipped to Europe and Southeast Asia, its
two biggest overseas markets. The Ningbo plant,
company representative Zhang Ting says, has
been dubbed “a future factory”™.

It is not hard to see why. The factory floor is a
scene out of Star Wars. Automated yellow robotic
transports that look like 1wy cars whizz around
the factory floor. One beeps in protest as it brush-
s up against my feet. Frames of yet-to-be-com-
pleted EV cars descend from massive yellow plat-
forms onto the assembly line, where the only
humans on site are inspectors checking them for
flaws. “Around 60.70% of the work is done by ro-
bots,” Zhang says. There are still some 2,300 pe-
ople working in this factory, where the EVs are
assembled into their final form. The welding fac-

year to an average slightly under 25 - “like Eu-
rope,” says another official. Last year, the pro-
vince notched two other landmarks: renewables,
for the first time, accounted for 50% of total in-
stalled energy capacity; and 100% of the surface
water met national standards, following a mas-
sive campaign to crack down on industrial waste.

Acrass the city from the sleek Zeekr factory is
a symbol of Ningho's past — the towering smoke
stacks of the Ningbo Iron and Steel Company, or
Ninggang, one of China’s oldest and biggest steel
producers. Local officials cite the company’s sto-
ry as a snapshot of China’s green transition — and
how Beijing spent billions in overhauling older
pnlluting industries and holding them to stricter
emission standards.

At Ninggang, around 4 billion RMB (3588 mil-
lion) was spent on “more than 100 emission re-
novation projects,” says Yang ZI-en;"hu a repre-
sentative of the company. Many of these were
aimed at reducing emissions and more efficiently
recycling the waste water from steel production.
Today, the company kosts visitors from compa-
nies around China, who come to study it as amo-
del of change.

The first stop on the Ninggang tour for visi-
tors, who are separated from burning hot furnac-
es carrying golden, molten iron by thin glass
walls, is an elaborate water treatment arrange-
ment. All of the water that is used is recycled,
coming from the city's major wastewater treat-
ment plant. This water is piped to Ninggang’s
‘own treatment station for further treatment, and
the excess is desalinated and reused. Zero solid
waste is allowed to leave the factory. Waste con-
taining iron and carbon is treated at another

er way were a common phenomenon. But a
crackdown on corruption over the past decade
has changed that. It is much harder for polluting
factories to pay their way out of punishments for
violating standards, while "big data” is being de-
ployed to track factories in real time.

If investment and enforcement have been two
key pillars of China's green transformation, tech-
nology is a third. Chinese companies making EVs,
batteries, and solar panels are ir an apparent un-
ending race o come up with technologies that
are more efficient and cheaper. Technology,
more than cost, explains China's dominance of
the global EV market, says He Xisopeng, who is
the lounder of another Chinese EV plaver, Xpeng
Motors, a competitor nf Zoeel:r 5. "Mranm];tu]

lies in
systems. It is not only about price,” he says.
China accounted for around EOB(. of all ghhi.l

“China is a leader in this area not for no rea-
son,” said Fazeel Najeeb, who is the Maldives Am-
bassador in Beijing and was recently in Ningho
along with the country's Minister of State for Ch-
mate Change, Environment and Energy, Mo-
hamed Faix, at a Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion green forum convened by China. reflecting
its global ambitions in the sector. “China’s leader-
ship is undeniable, whether or not others are
withdrawing from issues such as climate change
that have a huge bearing on countries like us”

The Maldives, for instance, is clear about seek-
ing opportunities from China, including for its
landmark RasMale project, an initiative pushed
by President Muizzu, which
building a zero- :a:hnn safe island on L153 hec-
tares of reclaimed la

Najeeb says, "“emmqu:stmg China to work
with us to make this island a future city powerned

EV sales to the
-\nzncv ] (!E}\I Global EV Outlook 2024, II_V. domi-
nance in batteries is starker, with China controll
ing 76% of global lithium-ion battery cell manu-
facturing, giving its firms a major cost advantage,
according to Bloomberg data. Solar photovoltaics
are a similar story. To give a sense of the scale,
China in 2023 commissioned as many PVs as the
rest of the world did, estimated the IEA. China’s
overwhelming presence in the critical minerals
industry underpins its dominance of supply
«chains, with the country processing 90% of rare
earth elements, and 60-70% of lithium and co-
balt, which are key for manufacturing batteries.
Indeed, China's proposition to the world is “a
complete supply chain”, says Qian Zhimin, who
is Deputy Director of China's Committee on Pop-

by energy entirely, with electric cars
and no fossil fuels. Right now, we spend around
33% of our GDP on fossil fuels. We would like to
change this.”

Maldives is among the many countries in the
midst of energy shortages. The Iran crisis, Qfan
notes, has driven home the lesson that renewable
energy “reduces \'u.lm-ﬂbiliry to fluctuations in
international oil price and enhances economic
resilience ™ He points out that coal still accounts
for 52% of primary energy consumption in China
and 56% in India. “The fact is that energy secur:
ity and green transition is not a binary choice for
us,” he says, “but a strategic pathway on which
both complement each other.”

ananeh krishnang@ehehindy.coin
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Chart 1: The chart shows domestic EV sales in China from 2021

Chart 3: China's EY exparts by destination. (5 Siion)
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